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[ Abstract] Objective; The content and categories of alkaloids in the unprocessed and processed aconite
roots were studied by electrospray ionization mass spectrometry ( ESI-MS). Alkaloids could become protonated
molecular with similar ionization efficiency under ESI-MS for their similar structures. Relative content of alkaloids
with similar structure could be approximatively detected by the ion abundance, the method was established to
compare alkaloids in aconite roots and its processed products with internal standard and to reveal the mechanism of
toxin reducing effect of variously processed products.
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